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Jesuit Prays to Kateri Tekakwitha, hhegains Sight

An American Jesuit Bible scholar at-
tributes restoration of sight in one eye which

has

a destroyed optic nerve to the

MOHAWKS
Kateri Tekakwitha, who i
a candidate for sainthoot
(RNS Photos)

LILY OF

-left eye.

* in September 1975, and at that time three

. forsight to ever return.’

 Jesuit health complex in Weston, Mass., last
. year that he met Father Henri Bechard,

anonization,” Father Abbott recalled. “‘He
)as interested in my case and asked if I
ould go to the grave of the girl and begin
raying to her for a miracle.”

E Father Abbott continued that in October,

miraculous intercession of a Mohawk Indian
girl who is a candidate for sainthood.

Father Walter M. Abbott said he suddenly
regained sight in his left eye after he and
friends had prayed for the miracle for more
than a year to Kateri Tekakwitha, who died
in 1680.

975, accompanied by his mother, sister and
everal others, he visited the Indian girl’s
omb inCaughnawaga, south of Montreal on

The 53-year-old priest, who works in Rome | N i R G

as Pope Paul’s representative in all com-
mon Bible work, said that he had letters Began Prayer Crusade

“Father Bechard explained to me that in

682 a formula of prayer to the ‘Lilly of the

Mohawks’ had, been establlshed for the
ntention of ner beatification,” Father
bbott related. ‘It consists of one Our
ather, one Hail Mary and three Glory be to
he Father each day and I began saymg the
rayers for the miracle intention.”

from two leading eye specialists who claim
that the return of his sight was ‘“medically
impossible and beyond explanation.” The
letters are being turned over to the Sacred
Congregtion for the Causes of Saints.
Optic Nerve Destroyed

Father Abbott, a native of Boston, lost
sight in his eye when he fell down a marble
staircase in his Rome residence June 24,
1975. The priest fractured his skull and wrist j
and dislocated his jaw. Physicians said head
damage . caused a hemorrhage which
eventually destroyed the optic nerve in the

The priest related that he returned to the
United States for further medical attention

eye specir."' .. determined that the optic
nerve:: = cndestroyed.

“They saxd there was nothing left of the
optic nerve but dead maiter,” the priest
said. “They also told me, md1v1dua1]y, that
once the optic nerve is gone there is no way

Father Abbott said it was while he was
recuperating at Campion Renewal Center, a

S.J., who is vice-postulator in the cause of
sainthood for the “‘Lily of the Mohawks."’

“He said they had one confirmed first

class miracle in connection with Kateri and SCHOLAR F: thB,l\l‘% llJt. L
that there is a possible miracle on record in b : R
Arizona but they still needed a second M. Abbott attributes

confirmed miracle to go ahead with the
cause of beatification and eventual

JESUIT

restoration of sight in left
eye to Kateri.

The priest added that many others, in-
cluding a cardinal and a Jesuit expert on the
life of Kateri, joined in the prayer crusade.

The expert on Kateri’s life, Father
Franms X. Weiser, professor-emeritus of
theology at Jesuit-run Boston College,
pointed out the Church is cautious in ac-
cepting miracles.

“Father Abbott is personally convinced
that his sight restoration was a miracle,”
Father Weiser commented. “Of course
there is subjective assurance there. What
the Church must have is pure objective
assurances. 1have not yet seen the letters he
got from the two doctors. Perhaps they will
provide the objective assurances to move
things along. I hope so.”

This past Christmas Father Abbott
returned to the United States to be with his
family in Boston, and took the occasion for
re-examination by two of the doctors who
had said he had had no chance of ever
regaining sight in the left eye.

“There was a Catholic specialist in New
York and a Jewish expert in Boston and they

.both came to the same conclusion -- the optic

nerve was still nothing but dead tissue and
yet I had better than 50 per cent vision in the
eye,”’ Father Abbott said in an interview
with Common Sense, newspaper of the
Memphis Diocese.

Kateri Tekakwitha was born in 1656 of a
Christian Algonquin mﬁmer‘_and a pagan
Iroquois father in a village on the Mohawk
River now known as Auriesville, N.Y. She
was baptized on Easter Sunday, April 18,

1676, by Jesuit missionary Father James de

Lamberville, and a year later ran away to
the mission of St. Francis Xavier of Sault
Ste. Marie in Quebec. She took vows of
perpetual virginity and in 1630 died after
being ill for many months.

Reflecting on the Indian girl’s life, Father
Abbott said that as a chijld she had smallpox
which left her face pocked and eyes weak.
“This might be the connection with the
eye,” he said.

r———
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E vietato inserire qualsiasi oggetto A
Il est défendu de joindre n'importe quel objet : /

iRevy Henri Bachard, 5,35

KATERI
Box 70 "éhj, R ) Y
Caughnawaga PQ A o
CANADA

Dear Father Henri: P S Sk,
In a separate euvelope (air mail printed

matter) I have sent you the latest news on my
case.

Thanks very much for your letter of Feb.
9th. Thenks for your prayers to obtain a per-
fect cure. 1 like very much the sentence you
put in your letter: 'Rateri owed her deep spiritual
life to the seventeenth-century Jesuits, and she
is showing her gratitude by helping you."

I found out long ago that I could get along
all right with one eye, doing my job, even driv-
ing a car (perfectly legal since 20/20 vision in
only one eye is required for a licence). There-
fore my prayer has been, and is, much more for
the beatification of Kateri than for my own
cure. It is a daily prayer, as I promised you
it would be.

All best wishes to youl

Sincerely in the Lord,

i at7ly



You can
help
Kateri’s
Cause
by
reciting
the
Lord’s
Prayer
daily
for

her
prompt
Beatifi-
cation.

You can
help
Kateri’s
Cause

by
speaking
about
the

Lily

of the
Mohawks
to

your
friends.

You can
help
Kateri’s
Cause
by
finding
a new
subscriber
to
“Kateri” :
($1.00).

Causa Venerabilis e Cause de la Vénérable e Cause of Venerable

KATERI TEKAKWITHA

February 8, 1977

Rev. Walter Abbot
Via Porta Pinciana 1
Rome 00187 Italy

Dear Father Walter,

How sorry I was not to have been in Caughnawaga when you
came for your Christmas visit to Kateri! I was spending the
holidays in Maine. This year, I stayed longer than usual, for my
aunt and godmother, who is now 89 years old, and perfectly lucid,
seemed happy to have me with her.

I was barely back to the Center, when I was obliged to go to
New York for a few days, as a very dear friend of mine was to be
invested as a Knight of Malta at St. Patrick's on account of his
very generous help to Kateri's Cause.

When I finally made it to %ﬂesk, I was overjoyed to find the
copy of your letter to Cardinal Cordeiro. I immediately phoned your
Mother, who told me that you were on the verge of leaving for New
York to see your eye specialigsts. What tremendous good news!
Count on my prayers to obtain the perfect cure! How well Brovidence
arranges things. Kateri owed her deep gpiritual life to the seven-
teenth century Jesuits, and she is showing her gratitude by helping
you.

MV (/U/Zl
Have you eonteeted Father Paolo Mo}marl S.J., who is Postu~

lator General of Kateri's Cause ateng with=thogse of the Jesuit causes?
I am sure he will be very happy and w111 do his best to further Kateri's
beatification.

The best of health to you, dear Father, during what remains of
19771
Fraternally in Christ,
“Every genuine testimony of love which we show to those in heaven
tends toward and terminates in Christ, Who is the ‘crown of all saints’.”

(Vatican 11.)
MISSIO SANCTI FRANCISCI XAVERII, A. D. 1668 FUNDATA
KATERI
Box 70

Caughnawaga, P. Q., Canada
JOL 1BO



March 12, 1977

A note for those who received a photocopy of
the letter I sent to Cardinal Cordeiro from Boston
on Christmas Day, 1976

When I returned to Rome I prepared a footnote to that letter (see the
enclosed page before reading this note further).

I prepared my report on the case, put the doctors' testimonies with it,
and submitted everything to the Postulator General for the cause of Kateri
Tekakwitha. I learned that he was in Africa at the moment,; working on another
cause for which he is responsible, and would not return until the end of Feb-
ruary.

On March 6th the Postulator General wrote to me. He thanked me for the
report and the documents. He added that immediately after his return to Rome
he had given them to the lMedical Board of the Sacred Congregation for the
Causes of the Saints. He then informed me that the doctors (who include eye
specialists) had come to the conclusion that my case could not be presented as
a miracle for the beatification of Kateri "since the cure is not complete and
morcover not of such a nature that a preternatural intervention of God must, of
necessity, be assumed."

The Postulator General (Father Paolo Molinari, S.J.) then wrote: "Personally
I am convinced that your cure is due to the intercession of Kateri and naturally
I will continue to pray that it may soon be complete."

When I returned to Rome in the middle of Januvary, I had vision in the lower
half of my left eye and alsc in the upper left quadrant. There has been no
further development. I still have no vision in the upper right quadremt. The
vision that I do have is not the full clear vision that I have in my good right
eye. I know that you pray daily, as I do, for restoration of full vision in my
left eye, and I thank every one of you for your kindness.

Sincerely in the Lord,

Walter M. Abbott, S.J.

P.S. Cardinal Cordeiro sent me a letter January 1, 1977, rejoicing in the good
news contained in my letter of Christmas Day and looking forward to talking with
me personally again when he would come to Rome in March. He arrived two days
ago, and I showed him Father Molinari's letter. Now all of you are up to date
on this case.
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After New Year's Day, 1977 1 visited those eye specialists again. When I tele-
phoned the Jewish doctor to ask for an appointment, explaining that my eye was
functioning again, he said: “That is unbelievable!" e wished to see it the very
next morning. When he finished his examination he said the optic nerve was.still
as dead as it had been when he saw it in the hospital in 1975 and yet it was true
that the eye was aygain functioning. He could not explain it. He signed a complete
record of his examinations. The Catholic doctor in New York, nine days later, found
the eye functioning even better by trhat time, though the optic nerve was still dead.
His testimony ends with the declaration that it cannot be explained by natural
causes, Fr., Weiser initiated the campaign of prayer for this, in 1975, because

one more first-~class miracle was needed for Kateri Tekakwitha's beatification. The
testimony is now ready for the Vatican's Congregation for Canonizations. The faith
of all who have praved gives perfect praise to the Lord.



copy for Fr. Béchard

REV. WALTER M. ABBOTT, S.J.
VIt A ALTR

\(S(\ March 17, 1977

Hs, Sally ‘Baker %(&

19169 Whitcomb

Detroit, Hichigan 48235

UsA

Dear Mse ‘Bakers
IMiuefwmmnwummxmwaasM.

That article which you saw in The Michige atholic

Svus The THA and £5 mans SEhes CouREl u. aetes Tailn, snd 1%n somewhat behind
in auwu*i.ag all the letters I've received as a result.

Yeurs is oneof the most mtmstins letters I've received. You have many
petitions. You are searching for more spiritual stremgth to cope with all the
problems you have. I am pleased to notice that you do not forget others in
your petitions. ‘ ;

Yes, Iwmmywwmm:nw@mmmmmmmw
sion of Xateri Tekakwitha, MXMmquimwwxamifwm
intercession in my behal.e.

~ You included with your letter a domation of $15 which you called "very
small® because you have not been able to work for almost two years. I domn®t
think such a domation is very small, especially under those circumstances.
How here is what I'm going to do with it. First, I'm sending emough of it to
Father Henri Bechard, Vice-Postulator of Kateri's cause, so that he may send
you two copies of Father F. X. Weiser's book about Xateri, one for you and the
other for your friend whose foot problems make her janitorial job more difficult.
Pather Veiser's book is excellent. He is an 0ld friend of mine, so I'm going to
send some of your donation to him, to ask him to offer a Mass for you. Finally,
I'm going to order two copies of his book so that I mey give ome to Cardinal
Cordeireo; the Archbishop of Karachi, Pakistan, who has been my friend since we
were students together at Oxford University nearly 30 years ago (he is the Card-
inal mentioned in the article you read). He will be in Rome at the end of this
month (he has to come here three or four times a year because he is a member of
several key Vatican departments). The other copy of the book I will give to
Pope Paul when I have my next visit with him.

I hope you will remember me and my work in your prayers. By the vay,
1*n presuaing your permission to send copies of this letter to those mentioned
in it, for their information snd also so that they will pray for you too.

Bincerely yours,

Walter H. Abbotty S

ce: 4
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